Manchester Arena Terrorist Attack
It’s a Wicked World and terrorist attacks at Sports Grounds and other Public Venues spread fear around the world. The bombing at the Manchester Arena is just one of a number of recent terrorist attacks that raise questions about awareness of Terrorist threats.
Warning signs of a planned attack first came through communities that were aware of high risk individuals who may be planning terrorist attacks. These reports were missed by the relevant authorities. MI5 launched an internal inquiry into its handling of the warnings it had received about the bomber and a second more in depth inquiry, into how it missed the danger. This is a ‘Type II’ error in risk management. 
A bomb was carried in to the Manchester Arena in a back pack. Whether or not this could have been detected by screen and search is one question that can be raised. Now many stadiums have a no back pack entry policy.

As in many terrorist attacks the warning signs are subtle and hard to identify. The risk posed to the average stadium visitor is very small. More people die in car accidents every year than in terrorist attacks. However, the fear engendered by the threat of terrorist attacks is much higher than those of car accidents or other threats.

In responding effectively to the terrorist bomb explosion, North West Ambulance Service reported that 60 of its ambulances attended the scene, carried 59 people to local hospitals, and treated a number of walking wounded on site. The first doctor thought to have been on scene was an off-duty consultant anesthetist.
Key Takeaways

Communities offer an effective awareness solution in identifying “people on the path to acts of terrorism or violence.” Counter radicalisation and deradicalisation are two effective strategies that can be used by Counter Terrorism Professionals to prevent terrorist attacks. Terrorist attacks remain ‘outliers’ in the threat/risk spectrum. Thought Leadership provides an easy to follow process for bringing Sports Grounds and Public Venues further toward total security.
